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— ol le Diocech from the Reruras you 
Will be pleafed to make wo 
mwaſt endeavout do be 


„ 


applicable to a Solemnity like this, without 
the aid of local Obſervations. : 1 


"WW A naturally no great proſpe& of 
meeting you again thus aſſembled, I could 
£4 with to comprehend within this hour the 
whole of miniſterial Duty. I could wiſh to 
exhauſt that treaſure of Paſtoral Advice, con- 
tained in the Epiſtles of St. Paul to Timothy 
and Titus. But as our time would not admit 
ſo large an undertaking, and it might only 
have the appearance of preſſing upon you. 
obſervations, which muſt occur to any atten- 
tive reader of thoſe Epiſtles, I ſhall confine 
| myſelf to the moſt conſpicuous parts of our 
Public Duties, and truſt, that what I ſhall 
offer will not be unacceptable to an aſſem- 
2 ad of cc Glergymon..; | 


1 malt 3 myſelf 1 wt 5 
ele the contrary were notorious, and ſhall 
therefore pals over general Exhortations to a 

Life and Character becoming Miniſters of the 
Gauen hc are ſo n obvious to a 
N 4 Os a Wy ſerious 


% * 


„ 


1 


ſerious mind, engaged i ina courſe of miniſte> | 
rial ſtudies and duty, that it would appear un- 
neceſſary at beſt, without ſome very loud 
call, to lay the Precepts of Religion and Mo- 
rality before Vou, whoſe Profeſſion it is to 
impreſs them. upon others. It would even 
appear injurious to a body of Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, of any Denomination, to ſuppoſe 
them, ſo grokly inconſiſtent, ſo loſt to all 
ſenſe of Decency, Reputation and Duty, as 
to be remarkable for counteracting their own 
” e .. 


The publie Offices of reading Mead 
adminiſtering Sacraments, Preaching - and 
Catechiſing, are preſcribed to us with clear 
directions by the Rubric, which may be con- 
ſidered as part of the Law of the land, and 
which we are all engaged by a ſolemn Sub- 
ſcription to- obſerve. . But thoſe directions | 
are not ſo mjnute, as to extend to the manner 
of performing the Duties. That is, 
great meaſure, left to the 1 of 5 
our underſtandings, or to the advice of 
a WT A 3 1 5 Judieious 


3 
„ 


BET 
Julticious iehd AE diſpoſition. « 
ber hears, „ | 


We are FRE) for ies, 1 50 read ws 
Prayers diftinMy, and with an audible voice; 
a very ane Grectton fo far as it goes. 
We doubtlefs read to lie or no parpeſe, 
ubleb we are heard; and they who read! natu - 
rally, as all judicious men do, of read aten 
tively, as all good men do, need no farther 


direction, than to be loud and diftinA.. Here 
the Rubric ſtops. 


| Perhaps AﬀeBiation and Levity » were not 

To prevailing two or three Centuries ago, as 
ro inſinuate themſelves into the moſt ſerious 
employment of the human mind. But we, 
of the prefent age, have at mes had occaſion 
to obſerve, that Affectation may miſlead a 
well meaning Reader to overact the Prayers, 
to be netdtefily emphatical, which is e 
more abfatd, when the Emphaſis is miſtaken; : 
tb aſſume a velrement or pathetic manner, 
of po banks ablic vecafions, bit 

N of 


manner; and the good ſenſe of the nation 


| #1. 
of no efficacy towards obtaining: the end of 
Prayer, ar ſupporting a n of true "OY in 

2 eee, ag 


Our forms of Hoe are Apna 10 pre · 
tended Aids or Embelliſhments of this ſort, 
being uited to 2 grave, humble, camgoles | 


would, if the practice were general, be dif 
guſted by an appearance of Vanity mixed with 
praying was moſt in vague among the Enthu - 
ſiaſts of the laſt Century, their Prayers were 
adapted to it; and what was the Effect? Many 
_ who might have been hetter diſpoſed, under 
better direction, were driven to avoid tha 
deteſted imputation of Hypocriſy, by running 
1 n _y her re avowen . 


— fill this ee es ae 
5 als ſulpicious as it is, may be the over- 


| 5 flowing of a warm heart, very fincere, though 


very injudicious. There is another offence 
agkinſt propriety in 8 wing which 
: may 


„ 4. I 5 . 
may grow into Habit foil 169 or 
want of Attention to the Work we are en- 
gaged i in: | mean, a thoughtlefs,” haſty, ir- 
reverent delivery of Prayers to Almighty 
God, neither expreſſive of Piety in tlie Reader, 
nor fit to excite it in the Hearer; miſchiev- 
ous to a ſad degree, when it offends good 


oy minds i in the congregation, more 1 aps 


* 


| it creates Indifference i wy the reſt, „ 


Theſe two teme into ich a ell, 
diſpoſed Reader may inadvertently” be led, 
are ſo very unedifying at beſt, that the men- 
tion of them is ſufficient to diſſuade from the 
imitation of them; and I introduced- them 
chiefly for the purpoſe ' of leading your 
thoughts to the comfortable Reflection, how 
much the Miniſters of the eſtabliſhed Church 
have it in their power to raiſe, confirm, and 
propagate a ſpirit of Piety in the nation, by 
the proper diſcharge of nfo this: one 1 of | 
their duty. 3 F 


* * 
it; 


W | 
* * 
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We are of equal conſequence in Preaching? 
og there too the moſt natural manner is ge- 
nerally the moſt ſucceſsful. Divine Truths 
have a power of their own, and will. make 
an impreſſion, though unſupported by the 
Arts of Eloquence. If the Preacher, in deli- 
vering the Meditations of his own mind upon 
them, is too ſerious to be ſuſpected of Indif- 
ference, too plain and intelligible to be 
Charged with Vanity, and too Fe to be 
conſidered as pleading a Cauſe, of which he : 
is not fully convinced himſelf, he will gene- 
rally penetrate into the Hearts of his hearers; 


and, whether he ſends them away with admi- 


ration of him or not, he may anſwer a higher 
end, in diſmiſſing them thoughtful about 
themſelves and their condition i in the fight of 


God. 
kad in ite of all that ha been done 
to diſcredit Religion, there is an attention 
ſtill paid to Preaching, ſufficient to demand 
and encourage our diligence in that part of 
duty. It is manifeſtly unworthy of a perſon 
. 13 B ſet 


„ 
ſet apart for the ſtudy of the Scriptures, ànd 
the inſtruction of mankind from them, to 
reſt wholly upon the labours of other men, - 
and, for a little preſent eaſe, to give up the 
improvement himſelf would receive from 
offering advice of his own. The people na- 
turally expect to hear ſomething original 
from their Miniſter; and thoſe abſenters from 
Church, who plead that they can read a 
good ſermon at home, have a better, though 
not a full Apology, if their Preacher has no 
 inſtruRion of his own to give them. 


A Miniſter of the Goſpel, who has a due 
ſenſe of his Office, will be always prepared 
with ſound Doctrine and well-confidered 
Advice. Every natural and moral Event in 
the world will adminiſter to the buſineſs. of 
his Calling, in providing him with Paſture 

for his Flock. The different ſeaſons of the 
year; the many. ſtriking inſtances of a general, 
or interpoſitions of a particular Providence; 
uncommon caſes of Mortality, of Affliction, 
of —_— ſupply him with abundant 
aerial 


:C #8 
materials for various and uſeful Diſcourſes; 
He has, if he is diſpoſed to walk in it,.a ſpas 
cious field for the exerciſe of his Soul in re- 
Hgious thoughts. The Sins and Follies fur- 
rounding him in the world, whilſt they are 


incitements to a laudable zeal, ſpare him the 
trouble of much invention, in offering per- 
petual matter for Exhortation and Admoni- 
_ | 


"But ew all, the great Doffrines. relat- 
ing to our Salvation, which muſt be ſuppoſed 
familiar to him, cannot be inculcated too 
often. The diſcuſſion of them, in a contro- 
verſial way, rather becomes the Preſs than the 
Pulpit, where Chriſtian Truths ſhould be tak · 
en for granted, and the conſequences flowing 
from them be chiefly inſiſted on. Few Congre- 
gations hear the practical inferences from a 
religious doctrine with Langyor; whereas 
moſt congregations grow weary and indiffer- 
ent, when led into elaborate proofs of what 
= believe and ne as well as 
L ch . 


S i 
it can be ailkied, when finply pro: 
_ 1 


This leads me to a ſubject which merits al 
the ſtreſs that can be laid upon it. We are 
appointed Public Teachers, and never an- 
ſwer that deſtination more to the ſatisfaction 
of the world, as well as of our Conſciences, 
than when we inſtruct the moſt Ignorant. If 
their Ignorance be innocent, it is a pleaſant 
work to remove it; and, if the knowledge 
we can give them be more beneficial than 
any other, we may, without Vanity, affert 
the honour of being appointed to an Office 
of very high Importance. Now this Claim 
of ours is never ſo indiſputable, as when we 
are active in _ —_ of penn i Cath 
| dren. 


I am authoriſed to recommend, moſt ear- 
neſtly, the frequent practice of it. If my 
authority were only Rubrical, it would 
deſerve regard from all who have ſubſcribed 
to the 1 Were the practice only 
Cuſtom, 


( uy } 
Cuſtom, the generality of it in all Chriſtian 
Churches would ground a Preſumption of its 
Expediency. But our Church hath not left 
it to any leſs obligation, than that of a poſitive 
Law. In the fifty-ninth Canon we find it 
preſeribed under penalties, which I ſhall not 
recite, apprehending the bare preſcriptive 


part ſufficient to Inner a od eng in thi 
Pascale 


* 4 - * - 
7 ad Y 
* — — 2 . * 7 


1 he direction 2 BY Canon is, 5 
Fc * Vicar or Curate, upon every Sunday 
t and Holiday, before evening prayer, ſpall, 

de ſor half an hour or more, examine and in- 
. ſtruct the youth and ignorant part of his 

* Pariſh, in the ten commandments, the Arti- 

'* cles of the Belief, and the Lord's Prayer, and 
&* ſhall diligently nfiruf and teach them in the” 
* Catechiſm fet forth in the book by Common 
te neee 


Nere is a very circumſtantial direction for 
performing this duty, every Sunday and 
N 8 ne 3 | 035 Holiday, | 


aa} 
Holiday. before evening Proyer, —dui 
the wore of half an hour. 


pk am not bois to ſuggeſt Excuſes for 
any neglect of this Canon, and rather wiſh, 
that the full obſervation of it were more 
practicable and general; yet, in order to 
obtain a more frequent praflice of it than is 
_ obſervable, it may be worth conſidering, what 
weight or plauſibility there is in any plea 
chat Tan be alleged for a n from the 
mo of this law, 


3 The Clergy. thoſe I mean, who ſerve 
more than one Church, may plead partly 
the want of time, and partly the fatigue of 
a full employment of the day. The Congre- 
gation may be impatient during the Severities 
of Winter. The Miniſter may think, that 
the attention will be cloſer, and the impreſ- 

ſion ſtronger, in a leſs frequent performance 
of the duty, as words are apt to loſe much of 
their force by conſtant repetition. They may 


larther allege, that the N and practice 
” 


( 


15 

of our Religion were ill underſtood before 
the Reſormation, and that it required a Cem 
tury perhaps of conſtant inſtruction, of this 
fort, to give the people intire poſſeſſion of this 
valuable knowledge; but that we, who live 
after ſo much has been done, may ſafely 
ſomewhat relax our aſſiduity, with reſpect to 
the Elements of Religion, and turn our 
thoughts more to the ftronger nouriſhment, 

which it eue is our duty to provide for 
. and others further ae in life. 


Theſe are he beſt Excuſes. Let us next 
conſider the general Practice. I fear, we 
ſhall find it, in too many caſes, out of the 
reach of theſe excuſes. 5 1 


end may be divided his three Clafſes. The 
firſt conſiſts of thoſe Pariſhes, where the 
ChiHren are catechiſed during the ſummet 
months, perhaps near half the year; the ſe- 
cond of thoſe, in which this uſeful work is 
confined to the fix Sundays i in Lent; and the 


ES 


25 * 
1 
* 


„ 
bird of thoſe, in which, it is not attended to 
at all, | 


55 Now though the firſt of theſe ſalls ſhort of i 
the Canon by one half of its direction, yet ĩt 
muſt be confeſſed, that there is weight in the 
| plea of the Miniſter's being under the neceſ- 
ſity of ſerving more than one Church, and 
of the unwillingneſs of a congregation to be 
detained longer than the common ſervice in 
the winter, as well as in the expediency of 
leaving an interval, which may bring the 
children back to the inſtruction with ſome 
improvement of their Capacity, and give the 
Miniſter more time for that, which he has 
- bo provide for their Parents. They, therefore, 
who go fo far towards the obedience due to 
the Canon, as to catechiſe one half of the 
year, deſerve commendation and thanks 
from their Pariſhioners, rather than their 
cenſure. 


They who dane its part of their — 

to t the Sundays i in Lent, may mean to keep 

F „ up 

| mvsevmM | 
BERITANNICVM 


= _ 

a5 A tegard | to the Seaſon dedicated by our 
Church to a recollection of our religious 
Obligations. The motive is doubtleſs ſerious, 
But it will not ſatisfy the 8 whether 
the ſeaſon of Lent be ſufficient for the pur- 
_ poſe? Whether the Children are fo very 
defirous and ſuſceptible of this knowledge, 
as to apprehend and retain it, after a mere 
formal anniverſary repetition of fix days, or 
; rather of ſix half hours? Whether fo fmall x 
ſpace of time, as is hardly ſufficient for the 
acquiſition of any uſeful knowledge whatever, 
| will ſuffice to root Chriftian Faith and Prac- 
tice deeply enough i in the mind of a Child, 
to arm him againſt the temptations of the 
World, the Fleſh and the Devil, which will 
certainly beſet him? And what proſpect a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, intruſted by God 
and Man with the care of tranſmitting Chriſ- 
tian Faith and Practice to a ſucceeding gene. 
ration within his ſphere, can form to himſelf, 
that his Truſt will deſcend intire through the 


1 of perfons ſo nale infirufted? | 


* 
way fo 


* — * 
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Parents are ſometimes negligent i in pre- 5 
paring and ſending their children, and ſome 
may not condeſcend to exhibit them along, 
with their inferior Fellow Chriſtians. This 
is a diſcouragement much to be e 
but it is not a general grievance; and if only 
the children of the Poor were to attend, they 
are committed to the care of the Miniſter 
equally with the reſt, and, in a public view, 
their numbers compenſate for the conſe- 
quence they mils of by their birth, conſider- 
ing how much of general Comſort and Safety 
depends upon their good principles. So that 
the beſt motives, religious and civil, for pro- 
pagating Chriſtianity, apply as s properly to | 
that as to any part of life. 


Some kn Clergymen are ſo ſenſible of 
this, as even to exceed the half hour pre- 
ſcribed by the Canon, in reading an Expoſi: 
tion, either printed or prepared by themſelves. 
They are doubtleſs laudably employed either 
way: But poſſibly, an unpremeditated ex 
planation, ariſing from the manner, in which 
the 


the anſwers are repeated, may have more 
effect and be better remembered. It may 
beſides prove a happy opportunity of making 
a laſting impreſſion, by liſting up the minds 
of the Children, in other parts, from the 
: Sound to the' Meaning of the words. 
If the younger part of our Brethren ſhould 
acquire by this means a facility of ſpeaking 
profeſſionally, it would be a valuable acqui- 
ſition to their Miniſtry throughout life. The 
bad uſe made of religious language in former 
times ſhould not totally diſcountenance it. 
But this fatal Extreme has been obſerved ih 
other Proteſtant Countries, and occaſioned 
ſome years ago the erection of a Society, in 
a foreign Univerſity under the dominion of 
our Sovereign, for the purpoſe of exerciſing 
Candidates for the Miniſtry in the language 
proper for the exigencies of their Office, 
either in admoniſhing or comforting, inciting 
or diffuading, inſtilling good or eradicating 
bad principles; and the Society was eſtabliſhed 


by a 3 Charter, the preamble to which 
C 2 ſounds 


( 20 ) 
founds it in the importance and neceſſity of 
the Miniſterial Office to the well-being of 

mankind. I mention it merely to ſhew, that 
the expediency of habituating ourſelves to 
profeſſional language, out of the preſcribed 
Forms of our duty, 1s not a new obſervatian, 
and that an unpremeditated inſtruction of our 
own,- intermixed with the queſtions of the 
Catechiſm, if it be only a ſentence or two 
eccaſionally, might ſupply the want of ſp 
vey uſeful an inſtnuton eng Us. 


Tam at a laß het in a of the Minificrs | 
of | thoſe Pariſhes, where the people are 


rangers to Any catechetical inſtr uctien. The | 


molt candid accqunt to be ſuggeſted is, the 
Non-refidence of the Miniſters; an evil, 
ariſing chiefly from the known inſufficiency | 
of their Maintenance. Before the Reforma. 
tion, great part of this evil aroſe from the 
intereſt the Court of Rome had i in diſpenſing 
with Reſidence. When that power was 
p aboliſhed i in this country, the happy change 


Was Mitended with the new evil of alienating 
| much 


8 
much of their original proviſion from the 
Parochial Clergy, which had been miſapplied; 
and thus it became neceſſary, in this reformed 
Church, to continue Pluralities and Non- 

Reſidence. 


I am not diſpoſed to complain of any legal 
Indulgence or Exemption, but muſt lament, 
that they have produced inſtances of Non- 
Reſidence, which are neither /ega/ly nor 
reaſonably ſupported, and may in time be- 
come matter of public animadverſion, the 
impropriety of it being obvious, and the 
miſchiefs ariſing from it, in-ſome caſes, great 
and manifold; the Church, the Houſe of 
Reſidence, the Religian of the Pariſhioners, 
and the income of the Succeſſor being all 
grievouſly affected. It would he wiſdom in 
thoſe, whom this obſeryation concerns, and 
much to their Credit, to obviate new Regt 
lations, by mn the cauſe of the com- 
_ 


A 3 4 
* 


( 2. }} 

A reſident Curate ſeems to remove it, but 
that can only avail the Incumbent, who 
reſides upon another Benefice, or is elſe- 
where laudably or Clerically employed. 
When a Spiritual Income is converted into 
a mere Eſtate, a conſiderable part of the 
work, to which it is appropriated, muſt be 
withdrawn, however worthily a Curate may 
ſupply the abſence of his Principal; and if 
thoſe Incumbents, who are not exempted 
from Reſidence, ſhould avowedly conſider 
a reſident Curate as a full diſpenſation from 
it, they will in time occaſion a prevailing 
opinion, that the ſpiritual benefit, received 
by the Pariſhioners, is worth no more, than 
ſuch Miniſters pay to their Due 


But ſome of this hore of n 
have not even that excuſe to plead; and if a 
Pariſh be deſtitute both of its proper Paſtor 
and his Curate, it exhibits to us an image of 
the effects of a deſolating Perſecution, and 
will fill a ſerious mind with gloomy Proſpects, 
till he compares the caſe with that of more 


happy 


TD; 
happy Pariſhes, whoſe Miniſters reſide, and, 
conſidering their relation to their flocks, 
keep up a conſtant intercourſe, both friendly 
and religious, with them, and particularly 
treat their Children, in point of inſtrudtion, 
as if they were their own, whoſe future ſtate 

they muſt be ſuppoſed to have at WN 


If Non-Reſidence be not the cauſe, in any 
n of a total omiſſion of this duty, I. 
can aſſign no other, that will leave it in any 
degree excuſable. Engagements of Pleaſure 
cannot be pleaded, without a defiance of 
religious Obligations; and though buſineſs 

may be a more admiſſible plea, yet it muſt 
be very indiſpenſable, to outweigh fo preſſing 
a call upon a Pariſh Prieſt, as that, to which 
he is obliged to attend, by the deſign of his 
Office, by his Ordination Vows, and by his 
general Duty to God and Man. Even literary 
purſuits, reputable and beneficial as they 
are, Will not be alleged by a learned Incum- 
bent, as an excuſe for neglecting the ſpiritual 

+2 | WR 


(- we }) 5 
| wants c of the moſt 5 Souls, © tins 


Boe we : lee: this fubſef, let us recapi- 
tulate it in two or three. plain Propoſitions, | 


which may ſerve to wn ind hat has bers 
offered, 


I is one Heat End of the Efiablifhment of 
à national Church to ſecure the Inſtruction 
of the Ignorant, that they may become inno- 

eent and uſeful upon Principles of Religion, 
as 10 ſtronger motives in the mind pof 


ſeſſing them, than the Directions or Penalties 
of human Laws. : 


Children are the moſt Aoki part of 
mankind every where, and will, if quite 
neglected, be left to the Examples before 
them, which are ſeldom good, or to the di- 
reQtion of public Laws, with which they are 
not acquainted, or to the Penalties of Law, 
which are not powerful enough to deter 2 
mind, trained up without the Fear of God, 
and 


. 

and a Knowledge of his Will, his Mercies and 
his Terrors, from becoming a Nuiſance to 
the Community, 


The . is 1 that tho Pariſh 
Prieſts go fartheſt towards promoting the Ends 
of a Church Eſtabliſhment, who are molt - 
diligent in CATECHETICAL Inſtruction. 


I have offered to your conſideration, my 
Reverend Brethren, matters in which you are 
not all equally concerned. Many of you may 
be already habituated to the Diligence you 


would wiſh to ſee revived. But it is moſt. 


probable, that they, to whom what hath 
been ſaid may not be perſonally of uſe, will 
hear it with patience for the ſake of their 
younger; or their leſs diligent Brethren. 

Þ © is never out of Seaſon, at en 
| like this, to review the Buſineſs of our 
Calling, and it is particularly in ſeaſon at a 

time, when our national Church is remark- 
ably fayoured and protected by a moſt 
. = * 


Religious and Gracious Kinc; and when the 
Legiſlature has recently diſcountenanced 
Deſigns, which appeared to them to affect 
the Security of our ann Elabüüſbanent. 


We may, ont the leaſt ill will towards 
| the Chriſtian Parties who live in a ſtate of 
Separation from us, embrace theſe additional 
motives to recolle&. and a the e 


Ends for which we are clalliſhag, 


. primitive ee of Chriſtianity 
had no ſuch Encouragements. They had 
many violent Prejudices to combat, and 
much cruel Oppreſſion to endure; and yet 
the Chriſtian Religion gained Strength, and 
in time Eſtabliſhment, by their unwearied 
Perſeverance. We have no obſtacles to ſur- 
mount in the diſcharge of our Duty, but 
| ſuch as will generally yield to a prudent zeal 
and a CHRISTIAN Character; and, inſtead of 
ſuffering as they did, we are countenanced 
and protected in our Perſons and Property. 
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Cy 
If peace and Proſperity, thoſe Corrupters 
of the human heart, ſhould ever ſo enervate 
the zeal of the Miniſters of CHRIST, as to 
render them indifferent to Him and His 
Cauſe, the Church will then be truly in 
e 


Let us deprecate ſo fatal a Ditgeace, be- 
ſeeching Almighty God moſt earneſtly, in 
the plain and comprehenſive words of our 
Liturgy, that all they, who are ordained to 
any Holy Function, may, both in their 
Life and Doctrine, ſet forth the Glory of 


Cob, and ſet forward the Salvation of all 
men, through JESUS CHRIST our Lord! 


BRITANNICVM 
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